
 

 

Summary of Materials and Request for Stakeholder and Community Input 

Capitol Lake LongπTerm Management Planning 

Phase I Implementation 

PROVISO ELEMENT: GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

Meetings to discuss the Goals and Objectives for longπterm management of Capitol Lake will 
occur in April 2016. These discussions will lay the groundwork for the later development of longπ
term management options. This will ensure that the work conducted as part of the Phase I 
process is consistent with the current goals identified by the Technical Committee, the Executive 
Work Group, and the Community.  

MATERIALS FOR REVIEW 

¶ Timeline of events related to Capitol Lake and evolution of goals and objectives 

¶ Goals for longπterm management of Capitol Lake provided by public comment on the 
1999 Final Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement and the 2009 Capitol Lake 
Adaptive Management Plan (CLAMP) Alternatives Analysis for the Capitol Lake Basin 

¶ CLAMP Steering Committee 1999 and 2009 comments summaries  

¶ Summary of goals for the longπterm management of Capitol Lake 

QUESTIONS FOR MATERIAL REVIEW AND INPUT 

1. What do you consider as the key goals for longπterm management of Capitol Lake? 
2. Are there any additional measures of success that should be represented in the materials? 

DATES FOR COMMUNITY INPUT ON LONGπTERM MANAGEMENT GOALS  

Input can be provided at the Community meeting scheduled from 5:30 to 7:30 PM on April 27, 
2016 at 1500 Jefferson St SE, Olympia, WA. Input on these materials and the questions above can 
also be submitted online from April 14, 2016 to April 28, 2106, at www.des.wa.gov.  



2004
Ecology applies an herbicide (triclopyr) to Capitol Lake as part 
of a research effort intended to control Eurasian watermilfoil
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1977
Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) – Capitol Lake 
Restoration and Recreational Plan 

o Proposes the goal of regular 
maintenance dredging in the 
South and Middle Basins

1979
Dredge event in Capitol Lake 

1985
Chronic water quality issues 
cause permanent closure of 
public swim area

1986
Last dredge event in 
Capitol Lake

1997
Capitol Lake Adaptive Management Plan (CLAMP) Steering 
Committee is formed (Squaxin Island Tribe, Washington State 
Department of Ecology [Ecology], Washington Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, Washington State Department of Natural Resources, 
Washington State Department of General Administration [now 
Department of Enterprise Services (DES)], City of Olympia, City of 

Tumwater, Thurston County, Port of Olympia)

1999
Final Programmatic EIS – 
Capitol Lake Adaptive Management  

o Provides initial evaluation of five action 
alternatives:

 Lake/River Wetland without Trap
 Lake/River Wetland with Trap
 Lake
 Estuary
 Combined Lake/Estuary

1999
Capitol Lake Adaptive Management Plan: 1999 to 2001 

o Promotes the following goals:
 Strengthen campus design 
 Improve existing infrastructure 
 Provide unrestricted fish access
 Reduce flooding and erosion
 Expand recreation opportunities
 Manage sediment
 Improve water quality
 Improve fish and wildlife habitat
 Reduce invasive species

2002
Capitol Lake Adaptive Management Plan: 2003 to 2013 

o Provides the following objectives: 
 Complete an estuary feasibility study 
 Complete the development of Heritage Park
 Expand the use of public space around Capitol Lake 
 Develop a flood hazard management strategy 
 Rehabilitate the fish ladder in the Capitol Lake dam 
 Relocate the Percival Cove fish rearing operation 
 Improve lake edges to be fish‐, wildlife‐, and people‐friendly
 Maintain less than 100 resident Canada geese on Capitol Lake
 Improve water quality in Capitol Lake to meet State standards
 Eliminate the Purple loosestrife and Eurasian watermilfoil 
 Develop a comprehensive sediment management strategy 

2009
Long‐Term Management Alternatives Analysis and Recommendation from CLAMP 

o Focuses on the following goals:
 Environment: Water Quality, Plants and Animals, Sediment Management
 Economy: Infrastructure, Downtown Flood Risk, Long‐Term Cost
 People: Public Recreation, Cultural and Spiritual Values 

o Provides the following objectives: 
 Recognize the placement of the lake within the larger watershed
 Address the need for long‐term solutions that are economically durable
 Acknowledge community interests through collaborative approaches
 Protect fish passage for the Deschutes River
 Develop a cost‐sharing structure between stakeholders and beneficiaries
 Develop a sediment management strategy for the lake basin

1998
Ecology includes Capitol Lake on the Clean Water 
Act Section 303(d) list of impaired waters for fecal 
coliform bacteria and total phosphorus

2016
The Washington State Legislature authorizes 
DES to engage in Capitol Lake Long‐Term 
Management Planning with advisory entities 
and a proactive approach to public 
engagement:

o Identify and summarize best available 
science for water quality

o Identify multiple hybrid options

o Identify adaptive management strategies

o Identify cost estimates for construction 
and maintenance

o Identify the range of public support for or 
concerns about each option

o Identify one or more conceptual option 
for long‐term shared funding and 
governance of a future management plan 

2009
Presence of invasive New Zealand 
mudsnail causes permanent closure of 
Capitol Lake to all public uses

2004
Ecology classifies Capitol Lake as a Category 4c impaired water 
body for the invasive exotic species (Eurasian watermilfoil)
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PublicVcommentsVfromVtheV-TT9VCapitolVLakeVAdaptiveVManagementVPlanVAlternativesVAnalysisVforVtheVCapitol
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Figure 3
Summary of Goals for 

Long‐Term Management of Capitol Lake 

4/14/2016

Minimized 
impacts to 

infrastructure

Avoid impacts 
to local 

business

Reduced 
presence of 

nuisance 

species

Consistency 
with 

watershed 

approach

Review of 
adaptive 

management 

strategies

Strengthened 

campus design

Recognized 
importance of 

aesthetics

Improved 

infrastructure 

Expanded use 
of public 

space 

Economically 
feasible and 

reasonable

Elimination 
of invasive 

species

Odor control 
Protection of 

Heritage Park 

Consideration 
of sea level 

rise

Recognition 
of cultural 

and spiritual 

values 

Provide 
unrestricted 
fish access

Expand 
recreation 

opportunities

Manage 
sediment

Improve 
water quality

Improve fish 
and wildlife 

habitat

Long‐term 
costs

Goals from Existing Project Documentation
Reflecting 1999 EIS, 2009 CLAMP Alternatives Analysis, and 2015 Proviso

Recurring Goals for Discussion
Reflecting Stakeholder Input and 2015 Proviso

Improve fish and 
wildlife habitat

Themes for Long‐Term 
Management

Improve water 
quality

Protect
 fish passage

Improve ecosystem 
functions

Reduce flood risk
Maintain 

recreational 
opportunities

Continue adaptive 
management 

approach

Gain community 
support and broad 

agreement

Improve sediment 
management

Environment

Infrastructure

Community
Consider long‐term 
costs and economic 

impacts

Existing Conditions Affecting Goals for Long‐Term Management

Maintain a 
historic 

reflecting pool

Flood Risks
Sediment Transport

Water Quality Issues
Invasive Species

Historic 

Preservation


	April Goals and Objectives Meeting Material
	Summary of Materials and Request for Stakeholder and Community Input
	Figure 1 Timeline of Events Related to Capitol Lake and Evolution of Goals and Objectives
	Figure 2a. Goals for Long-Term Management of Capitol Lake Provided by Public Comment on the 1999 Final Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement
	Figure 2b Goals for Long-Term Management for Capitol Lake Provided by Public Comment on the 2009 CLAMP Alternatives Analysis
	CLAMP Steering Committee Comments Summary
	Squaxin Island Tribe
	Washington State Department of Ecology
	Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife
	Washington State Department of Natural Resources
	Washington State Department of Enterprise Services
	City of Olympia
	City of Tumwater
	Thurston County
	Port of Olympia

	Figure 3 Summary of Goals for Long‐Term Management of Capitol Lake


